
 
 

Suggested Candidate Forum Questions 
 

● What are you plans to improve child care for working parents?  

● What are you plans for expanding public PreK?  

● What are your plans to support and advance the early childhood workforce? 

● What are your plans to invest in high-quality early learning for children from birth to 5? 

● What are you planning to do to serve the needs of the youngest kids whose parents are absent 

from their lives due to Maine's opioid epidemic? 

● How will you help families afford the kind of high-quality child care program they need to 

thrive?  

● What would you do to ensure that a four-year old child in Maine, regardless of where they live 

in the state, can attend a high-quality, full-day public PreK program? 

 

Research by brain scientists has proven how important the first five years of life is to lay the foundation 

for all learning yet to come. We also know that investing in young children will save us money in the 

long run. 

What are your plans to invest in high-quality early learning for children from birth to age 5? 

  

Less than 13,000 babies are born in Maine each year – and 20% are born into poverty – stacking the 

odds against their success. Yet Maine’s economy needs every one of those babies to grow up to reach 

his or her full potential. 

What are your plans to invest in high-quality early learning for children from birth to age 5? 

 

70% of Maine children have all available parents in the workforce, while the cost of child care is out of 

reach for most young families. The average cost for an infant at a center in Maine is over $9,700, more 

than UMaine tuition.  

How will you help families afford the kind of high-quality child care program they need to thrive?  

 

Early childhood educators have complex and demanding jobs, yet earn so little - $22,970 on average in 

Maine. 

What are your plans to support and advance the early childhood workforce? 

 

There is a wide discrepancy in public PreK access across Maine’s regions. Aroostook and Washington 

Counties have almost universal access, while the midcoast and southern Maine have far fewer 

programs.  

What would you do to ensure that a four-year old child in Maine, regardless of where they live in the 

state, can attend a high-quality, full-day public PreK program? 



 
  


